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I have also directed the Secretary of Com-
merce to adjust the licensing requirements
for Tier 2 and Tier 3 countries. The countries
in Tier 2 will be added to Tier 1, and Tier
2 will be abolished. In addition, the new level
above which an individual license will be re-
quired for exports to Tier 3 countries is
85,000 MTOPS. The aforementioned licens-
ing adjustments will take place immediately.

I have made all of these changes based
on the recommendation of the Departments
of Defense, Commerce, State, and Energy.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Letters were sent to Carl Levin, chairman,
Senate Committee on Armed Services; Paul S.
Sarbanes, chairman, Senate Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs; Benjamin A. Gil-
man, chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations; and Floyd Spence, chairman,
House Committee on Armed Services. This letter
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on January 19. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Statement on Resolution of Legal
Issues
January 19, 2001

Today I signed a consent order in the law-
suit brought by the Arkansas Committee on
Professional Conduct, which brings to an end
that proceeding. I have accepted a 5-year
suspension of my law license, agreed to pay
a $25,000 fine to cover counsel fees, and ac-
knowledged a violation of one of the Arkan-
sas Model Rules of Professional Conduct be-
cause of testimony in my Paula Jones case
deposition. The disbarment suit will now be
dismissed.

I have taken every step I can to end this
matter. I have already settled the Paula Jones
case, even after it was dismissed as being
completely without legal and factual merit.
I have also paid court and counsel fees in
restitution and been held in civil contempt
for my deposition testimony regarding Ms.
Lewinsky, which Judge Wright agreed had
no bearing on Ms. Jones’ case, even though
I disagreed with the findings in the judge’s
order. I will not seek any legal fees incurred
as a result of the Lewinsky investigation to

which I might otherwise become entitled
under the Independent Counsel Act.

I have had occasion frequently to reflect
on the Jones case. In this consent order, I
acknowledge having knowingly violated
Judge Wright’s discovery orders in my depo-
sition in that case. I tried to walk a line be-
tween acting lawfully and testifying falsely,
but I now recognize that I did not fully ac-
complish this goal and that certain of my re-
sponses to questions about Ms. Lewinsky
were false.

I have apologized for my conduct, and I
have done my best to atone for it with my
family, my administration, and the American
people. I have paid a high price for it, which
I accept because it caused so much pain to
so many people. I hope my actions today will
help bring closure and finality to these mat-
ters.

NOTE: The statement referred to former White
House intern Monica Lewinsky and U.S. District
Judge Susan Webber Wright.

Statement on Landmines
January 19, 2001

Every year, landmines still active from
wars past kill or maim thousands of innocent
men, women, and children who simply find
themselves in the wrong place at the wrong
time. That is why, since I called for the
worldwide elimination of anti-personnel
landmines in 1994, the United States has
taken the lead both at home and abroad to
rid the globe of these hidden killers.

Five years ago, I ordered a ban on pro-
ducing the most dangerous types of anti-
personnel landmines, those that remain ac-
tive and dangerous long after conflicts have
ended. These are the kind of mines that have
taken the lives of innocent children from An-
gola to Bosnia to Kosovo. The United States
has since destroyed more than 3.3 million of
these landmines, most of our stockpile. We
have also budgeted $970 million in a vigorous
effort to find sensible alternatives. Our goal
has been to end the use of all anti-personnel
landmines outside of Korea by 2003, and we
have aimed to sign the Ottawa Convention
by 2006 if suitable options can be found that
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will allow us to maintain the warfighting ca-
pability and safety of our men and women
in uniform.

America has also led the world in the effort
to remove existing landmines. Since 1993, we
have devoted more than $500 million to this
cause, working to remove mines from 35 na-
tions. Our experts have helped train and
equip more than one-quarter of all the peo-
ple who are working to eliminate mines
around the world. We have led the effort to
bring higher safety standards to demining
techniques and equipment. Through part-
nerships with everyone from the Govern-
ment of Vietnam to DC Comics, we have
worked to raise awareness of the dangers of
landmines and to share information that
could lead to the disposal of even more. Our
efforts are saving lives. In Cambodia, for ex-
ample, the casualty rate for landmines has
fallen by 90 percent since 1992. In some Afri-
can nations, death from landmines has been
nearly eliminated. I call upon the new admin-
istration to continue the Demining 2010 ini-
tiative.

While I am proud that we have made sub-
stantial progress toward eliminating the
threat that landmines pose to innocent civil-
ians around the world, there is work yet to
be done. I urge the next administration to
build on our progress and take the steps nec-
essary to allow the United States to eventu-
ally sign the Ottawa Convention, while still
meeting our security needs and protecting
our men and women in uniform. The De-
fense Department has worked aggressively to
find alternatives to anti-personnel landmines,
and those efforts must continue if we are
going to meet the Ottawa goals. As part of
this effort, two decisions are pending. The
first is whether to begin production of the
Remote Area Denial Artillery Munition
(RADAM). The second is whether to begin
engineering and manufacturing development
of the so-called ‘‘Man-in-the-Loop’’ system.
Since more work must be done before we
can reach our overall policy goals, I am defer-
ring decision on these two programs. We
halted the production of anti-personnel land-
mines in 1993 because there was no longer
a need for additional mines, and I urge the
new administration to continue this policy.

The principal reason that the United
States needs to retain some anti-personnel
landmines today is to protect our troops and
allies. As the need for anti-personnel land-
mines is reduced, it is my hope that my suc-
cessor will lead us closer to the day when
we can rid the world of these weapons once
and for all.

Statement on United States Policy for
the Protection of Sunken Warships
January 19, 2001

Thousands of United States Government
vessels, aircraft, and spacecraft (‘‘State
craft’’), as well as similar State craft of foreign
nations, lie within, and in waters beyond, the
territorial sea and contiguous zone. Because
of recent advances in science and technology,
many of these sunken Government vessels,
aircraft, and spacecraft have become acces-
sible to salvors, treasure hunters, and others.
The unauthorized disturbance or recovery of
these sunken State craft and any remains of
their crews and passengers is a growing con-
cern both within the United States and inter-
nationally. In addition to deserving treatment
as gravesites, these sunken State craft may
contain objects of a sensitive national secu-
rity, archeological, or historical nature. They
often also contain unexploded ordnance that
could pose a danger to human health and
the marine environment if disturbed, or
other substances, including fuel oil and other
hazardous liquids, that likewise pose a serious
threat to human health and the marine envi-
ronment if released.

I believe that United States policy should
be clearly stated to meet this growing con-
cern.

Pursuant to the property clause of Article
IV of the Constitution, the United States re-
tains title indefinitely to its sunken State craft
unless title has been abandoned or trans-
ferred in the manner Congress authorized or
directed. The United States recognizes the
rule of international law that title to foreign
sunken State craft may be transferred or
abandoned only in accordance with the law
of the foreign flag State.

Further, the United States recognizes that
title to a United States or foreign sunken


